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NEWS RELEASE

NATIONAL STUDY WILL EXAMINE EFFECTIVENESS OF USING
COMMUNITY POLICING TO REDUCE SUBSTANCE ABUSE
DAYTON, Ohio- The popularity of community policing continues to grow, but
whether the new approach to public safety will help neighborhoods deal with drug issues
remains unclear, says a sociologist who is heading a new study on the effectiveness of
community police in reducing substance abu~e.
Barry Goetz, assistant professor of sociology at the University of Dayton, is part of a
team of scholars, physicians and community health experts from Brown University, New York
University and the state of Rhode Island, that is studying the role of community police in
helping to reduce drug trafficking and in initiating treatment, prevention and education
programs. The three-year study is being funded by a $341,000 grant from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation.
"For the first time policy-makers will have detailed and accurate information about
community policing strategies and involvement in public health initiatives to curb drug
problems," Goetz says. "Community policing programs have been increasingly involved with
initiatives aimed at improving public health, but little is known about the potential for using
community policing initiatives to reduce substance abuse."
Goetz says the goals of the study are to:
• assess the degree to which police departments with community policing programs are
initiating drug control and treatment and prevention strategies;
• identify the factors that help and hinder community police efforts to establish
links with agencies and organizations to help reduce substance abuse; and
• identify how to measure and evaluate public health outcomes.
"lhe reason for examining community policing initiatives is to determine whether they
actually affect crime and public health," Goetz says. "Policy-makers depend on that
information, but linking prevention programs to public health outcomes is a complex challenge."
The study has significant policy implications because the programs rely on the work of
public-private partnerships to reduce crime and drug abuse, says Goetz. "We need a better
understanding of how broad-based community initiatives can most successfully approach and
engage community police officers in partnerships," he says. "A majority of police chiefs view an
-over-

Office of Public Relations
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 (937) 229-3241 Fax: (937) 229-3063
http://www.udayton.edu

increased public health emphasis as crucial to solving the drug problem. This study will provide
more detailed information about how and when community policing goals are compatible with
public health criteria for reducing substance abuse."
Community police are increasingly being used to remedy some of the problems of
traditional policing. When accusations and wide media coverage of police brutality drew a
picture of a growing chasm between police departments and communities, the mission of
traditional policing and the needs of communities appeared to be out of synch, Goetz says.
The concept of community policing developed as a reform to ensure that police and
communities were working toward common goals. Community policing was introduced as a
way to partner police with public and private agencies and organizations to help solve
community problems that lead to crime.
According to Goetz, different communities implement community policing in a variety of
ways, but community police officers generally seek solutions beyond arrest and imprisonment
as a means to assure public safety. Goetz says community police programs have increasingly
become involved with local initiatives aimed at achieving public health goals related to youth
violence, housing, health and safety codes and assisting the chronically mentally ill.
Goetz initiated the project while he was a post-doctoral fellow working at Brown
University's Center for Alcohol and Addiction Studies. He will be working with a team that
includes a professor of public health from New York University, an epidemiologist from the
state of Rhode Island and a community psychologist and a physician who is also a professor of
community health from Brown University's Center for Alcohol and Addiction Studies.
-30For media interviews, call Barry Goetz at (937) 229-2428.

